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The beginning of August we collect the next writing sample and re-assess

the students' goals. The stimulus we use here is Little Me- you shrink to

10cm tall and have an adventure. This is the same stimulus that we use in

March, as we want to compare narrative to narrative growth.

We present the stimulus as a dramatic play exercise to support the

imagination. I like to take a photo of my students, print it out 10cm tall and

attach it to a icy pole stick for the dramatic play.

For about 5-10mins they explore the area with their puppet. The adult can

converse with the student or the puppet to encourage the student to

verbalise what they are doing and make connections with the task.

After the play, the students are encouraged to pair up and share for 2

minutes each, what they did as Little Me. Then they head back to their

tables with the special Big Write atmosphere, and write about the time the

become little. Here you may see a lot of pictorial with some attempts at

'letters' (Bella), you might see strings of letters, captions or several words, or

you might have sentences developing. 

5yr and 11 month old Charlie, helped us out with collecting evidence for this

bonus video.

For this assessment, I wanted to demonstrate how the imaginative

language changes when we don't have a dramatic play warm up.  So

Charlie completed two writing sessions, one at the start of the day and one

at the end, (not very fair I know) but he was such a champ to give it a go. 
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A U G U S T  L I T T L E  ME -  C H A R L I E  5 Y R S  1 1 M O N T H S  

2 0  M I N U T E  WR I T I N G  S E S S I O N
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As s e s s m e n t - L e v e l  1
A U S T R A L I A N  C R I T E R I O N  S C A L E
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As s e s s m e n t
MOD E R A T I N G  S H E E T
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As s e s s m e n t - L e v e l  1
A U G U S T  L I T T L E  ME -  C H A R L I E  5 Y R S  1 1 M O N T H S  
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C o m p a r i s o n s
MAR C H  A ND  A U G U S T  WARM  WR I T E S
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Even though Charlie's second August writing session was completed quite late in the

afternoon and he was tired, (which we can tell from his handwriting) he still completed a

great piece of writing for us to look at.

You'll notice that in this second writing piece, his imagination, creativity and language

choices are much higher than in the earlier piece. 

The tense in this piece was all past tense. Where as the first piece is future tense minus the

opener 'when'. If the opener had been 'if', the tense would have all matched.

In both pieces, he really benefited from the dotted thirds supporting his letter formation.

We can see the growth in his letter formation when we look back to his March piece. In the

March piece, Charlie relied heavily on the dramatic play stimulus and basically completed

a retell of his play. In the second August piece, his play just warmed up his imagination

and he chose to write a completely different story. He still does extremely well in the first

August piece where he is not given the opportunity to play, but still gets to verbally discuss

ideas.

Charlie will continue to work on his long term goal of consistent finger spaces and will

need a visual reminder on his table at all times. He would benefit from explicit up-levelling

sessions to help develop his understanding of sentence structure so he can more

independently edit his work and check his punctuation. 

I would also like to see length added to his work by creating a more detailed beginning,

middle and end. This would add a lot of maturity to his writing.

 

I am excited to see Charlie's final data piece which will be collected in November.   

  



As s e s s m e n t  S c h e d u l e
HOW  T O  R UN  A  WARM  WR I T E  A S S E S SM E N T  I N

F O U ND A T I O N

Example assessment schedules can be on the Andrell Education website as free PDF downloads in the digital store: 

https://www.andrelleducation.com.au/store/c3/E-downloads.html#/

The page numbers mentioned on the schedule, refer to the pages you can find the stimulus in the Cold Write

Assessment Pack, available to purchase in the digital store.
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Big Talk for Pre-Writers will focus on supporting children who are not yet writing. Big Talk can

occur in Early Childhood settings, in the first few Primary School years, or through

intervention. This is an essential first day in implementing Big Write & VCOP in the Early Years

and to support pre-writers. It is an interactive PD and the whole day is broken up with

numerous games and activities that can be differentiated to suit multiple learning abilities,

and where oral language is the focus. You’ll leave confident and ready to support your pre-

writers.

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  B I G  W R I T E  A N D  V C O P

A Big Write is the chance for the students to celebrate their writing and show off the learning

goals they have achieved for the week. They will learn how to up-level their work and create a

‘writer’s voice’ by using their VCOP skills (vocabulary, connectives, openers and punctuation).

Delve into an overview of the Big Write week, including a breakdown of the Big Write and

VCOP Day– complete with a mini VCOP, Big Write Session and self-editing. Take it further

with the intensive student analysis and learn how to model Breakdown Buddies and

highlighting. Plus we’ll have a brief look at the Student Criterion Scale where you’ll learn how

to assign a marking level using the Australian Criterion Scale and get overview of Cold/Warm

Writes and Data Tracking.
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