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The beginning of May is when we collect the next mark making sample and re-assess the

students' goals. The stimulus we use here is 'My Mother/Grandmother Should Be

Mother/Grandmother Of the Year'. If this is not a suitable stimulus, there is an alternative

stimulus idea of 'My Special Friend Should Be Given An Award For Person Of The Year.'

As the students are becoming more independent, you can move into more teacher

removed test conditions. You can test in bigger groups and the data can be marked after

the test has been completed, rather than during the test. This is because the writing can

be read without the child's assistance.  However, you still need to roam, support,

encourage, and take anecdotal records to assist with marking. 

To begin the test, we need ensure the students are warmed up. In the Little Me stimulus,

they were warmed up through the dramatic play exercise. This time we need to bring in

some activities to warm up the hands and the language. We began with thera-putty and

marbles play, and then played 'Race to the Finish' to practise language. 

After we are warmed up, we can introduce the stimulus that we might has talked about

previously so that they had a clear understanding of the task. In this case, it was not

required as Charlie had recently spent time with his Grandparents. Charlie was asked to

share with his dragon buddy his ideas. (This is optional, but I wanted to demonstrate how

you can still have students verbalise during warm writes, cold writes and big writes,

without disturbing anyone. This might be useful for those students that don't have a

strong inner voice - the information doesn't exist until they say it out loud). 

In a Warm Write stimulus talk, you could ask them to talk to you, a partner or dragon

buddy, or think about - depending on what stage of development they are up too. Then

we set up the special Big Write atmosphere, and write.

5yr and 9month old Charlie helped us out with collecting evidence for this bonus video.

  

I n t r o d u c t i o n
MA Y  WARM  WR I T E
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As s e s s m e n t - L e v e l  1
MA Y  WARM  WR I T E -  C H A R L I E  5 Y R S  9 MON T H S  

1 6  M I N U T E  WR I T I N G  S E S S I O N

To Nana your the best nana in the world because you always
say yes and always let me play my phone.

To Nana you r the besst Nana in the world because you
allwas sae yes. and allwas let me play my ponne.
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As s e s s m e n t - L e v e l  1
A U S T R A L I A N  C R I T E R I O N  S C A L E
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As s e s s m e n t - L e v e l  1
MAR C H  V S  MA Y  A S S E S SM E N T

Charlie's handwriting/letter

formation has continued to improve,

but I would suggest a continued

focus on the formation of the lower

case 'h' which can be made up of

two strokes. I would also start to

encourage Charlie to use the

guidelines more to support visual

representation of ascenders and

descenders more clearly.

Continued work on boundary

punctuation, moving into

punctuation for effect, would be

beneficial. Linking this with openers,

might help Charlie understand that

after a full stop you need the

sentence to start from the start, not

run on from the previous one.
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As s e s s m e n t
MOD E R A T I N G  S H E E T
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As s e s s m e n t -  F o u n d a t i o n  L e v e l
MA Y  S T I M U L U S  A L T E R N A T I V E  I D E A



As s e s s m e n t  S c h e d u l e
HOW  T O  R UN  A  WARM  WR I T E  A S S E S SM E N T  I N

F O U ND A T I O N

Example assessment schedules can be on the Andrell Education website as free PDF downloads in the digital store: 

https://www.andrelleducation.com.au/store/c3/E-downloads.html#/

The page numbers mentioned on the schedule, refer to the pages you can find the stimulus in the Cold Write

Assessment Pack, available to purchase in the digital store.
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T O  B O O K  I N ,  V I S I T :
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Further P.D
B I G  T A L K  F O R  P R E - W R I T E R S

Y O U R W E B S I T E . C O M  |  ©  2 0 2 0  N A M E

Big Talk for Pre-Writers will focus on supporting children who are not yet writing. Big Talk can

occur in Early Childhood settings, in the first few Primary School years, or through

intervention. This is an essential first day in implementing Big Write & VCOP in the Early Years

and to support pre-writers. It is an interactive PD and the whole day is broken up with

numerous games and activities that can be differentiated to suit multiple learning abilities,

and where oral language is the focus. You’ll leave confident and ready to support your pre-

writers.

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  B I G  W R I T E  A N D  V C O P

A Big Write is the chance for the students to celebrate their writing and show off the learning

goals they have achieved for the week. They will learn how to up-level their work and create a

‘writer’s voice’ by using their VCOP skills (vocabulary, connectives, openers and punctuation).

Delve into an overview of the Big Write week, including a breakdown of the Big Write and

VCOP Day– complete with a mini VCOP, Big Write Session and self-editing. Take it further

with the intensive student analysis and learn how to model Breakdown Buddies and

highlighting. Plus we’ll have a brief look at the Student Criterion Scale where you’ll learn how

to assign a marking level using the Australian Criterion Scale and get overview of Cold/Warm

Writes and Data Tracking.
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