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Let’s Mix Things Up

Using a mix of sentence structures throughout the piece will create an

impacton the audience and help the piece flow.

So far, we have only focused on making the sentences grammaticailly

correctso they are easierto read.

Now let's look at the different sentence structures.

- Simple
+ Compound
« Complex

» Compound-complex sentence

Teach to Explain

Simple Sentences

A simple sentence only contains one independent clause. Itis a
complete thought or idea that can stand alone and make sense.

Dogs are loyal.

Dogs make great pets.

My dog is a groodle.

On Wednesday night, my friends and | took Winnie to the local dog park.

(Even though the last example is longer, it's still only one idea.)
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Compound Sentences

A compound sentence contains two independent clauses (two thoughts
or ideas) joined with a type of connective called a conjunction.

Dogs are loyal. {simple)
Dogs (they) make great pets. (simple)

Dogs are loyal, and they make great pets.

We take Winnie for g walk every day vet she still doesn't seem fired.

They are joined with coordinating conjunctions. The main coordinating

conjunctions are called FANBQOYS.

ﬁeqch by Mod%m

Simple to compound sentence

Let's turn these simple sentencesinto compound sentences.

My dogis a groodie.

My dog likes to play catch with me.

James’' favourite sport to play s football.

Jameslike to play cricket.

My dog is a groodie and she likes fo play catch with me.

Jameslikes to play cricket but his favourite sport to play is football.

Let’s practise inggﬂ%ia P

Simple to compound sentence

Can you turn these simple sentences into compound sentences? You can

join any two togetherin any order.

James barracks for Essendon.

Their nickname is the Bombers.

Essendon’s guernseyis red and black.

Essendon is an ALF football team.
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Complex Sentences

A complex sentence contains one independent clause, and af least one

dependent clause joined with a subordinating conjunction. A
dependent clause is an incomplete thought and can't stand alone.

They {dogs) make great pets. (simple)
Because dogs are loyal. (dependent —incomplete thought)

Dogs make great pets because they are loyal.
OR
Because dogs are loyal, they make great pets.

Even though we take Winnie for a walk every day, she still doesn't seem
tired.
OR

Winnie still doesn't seem tired, even though we take her for g walk every
day!

ﬂ each to Explain

Complex Sentences SUEORDIFATING CONJUNCTICNS
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Complex sentences

Let's turmn these simple sentences into complex sentences by adding more
detail.

James barracks for Essendon, although. ..

James barracks for Essendon, because. ..

James barracks for Essendon, even though...
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